
 

Art and Design Vocabulary 

 EYFS Year 1 and 2 Year 3 and 4 Year 5 and 6 

Drawing Mark-make, line, thick, 
thin, wavy, straight, 
pencil, finger, stick, chalk, 
pastel, felt tip,  

Line: Thick, thin, soft, broad, narrow, 
fine, pattern, line, shape, detail, bold, 
wavy, straight, sharp  
Texture: smooth, rough, wrinkly, bumpy, 
felt tip pen marker 
Colour/pattern: tone, soft, hard, shiny, 
tone, light/dark, pale, deep, shade,  
 Shape: oval, long, curvy, bright 
pencil, pastel, charcoal, chalk, crayon, 
drawing, figure, illustration, sketch, 
colour, pattern, blend, detail, 
watercolour, stencil     

Line: charcoal, pencil, crayon, chalk, 
pastels, pens, harsh, light, faint, bold, 
jagged, abstract, geometric 
Form and shape: grades, forms, shapes, 
third dimension, second dimension, 
shadow   
Tone: variations, tone, dark, light, tonal 
range 
Texture: pattern texture, proportion, 
emotion, expression 
pencil grade, record, media, medium, 
tone, composition, line, cross hatch, 
horizontal, vertical 
pencil pressure, proportion, features, 
images, information, contour lines, face 
map, guidelines, highlight, silhouette, 
still life, study 

observation, photographs, visual images 
Lines Marks, Tone, Form and Texture; 
lines, patterns, shapes within a drawing, 
wet media, a, tonal contrast, tonal range, 
mixed media, shading, hatching, blending, 
Perspective and Composition: 
perspective, single focal point, horizon, 
composition, scale, foreground, middle 
ground, background, manipulate, 
experiment, light, shade, vanishing point, 
sfumato, aerial perspective, calligraphy, 
chiaroscuro, depth, emphasis, focal point, 
foreground, middle ground, 
foreshortening, found object, geometric, 
gesture, horizon  

Painting Mark making tools, 
sponges, different 
brushes, respond, line, 
colour, texture, shape, 
2D, observation, 
imagination, scale, size, 
fine motor skills 

Brush, size and types, scale, Colour; 
mixing, primary colours, primary shades, 
tones, techniques, layering, mixing 
media, shade, tone, tool, technique, 
layer, scrape, scale, blend, brush strokes, 
complementary colour, mural, texture, 
action painting, colour wheel, paint, 
paintbrush, pattern, texture 

Colour: mixed colours – primary, 
secondary, mix, tints, shades, 
experiment, effects, textures, blocking, 
washes, layering, brush, Texture, sand, 
plaster, colour match, apply, detail, 
effect, monochromatic colour, resist, still 
life, theme, blocking in, wash, 
watercolour wash, thickened paint, 
acrylic, bleed, cool colours, warm 
colours, neutral colours, contrast, 
opaque, translucent, transparent, 
palette, rotate, spectrum 

Sketchbooks, record, observation, review, 
revisit, improve, design techniques, 
materials Colour: mix and match, 
atmosphere, light effects, flesh, identify 
primary secondary and complementary 
colours, wet, dry, watercolours, 
imagination, source material, 
photograph, found objects, 
concentration, development of ideas, 
small elements, analogous colours, 
harmonious colours, gouache.  

 
Collage/textiles  
  

Experiment, media, 
understand, glue, sticking, 
paper, fabric, 
observation, imagination 

Create, variety, images, media, 
materials, fabric, crepe paper, 
magazines, sort, group, different 
purposes, colour, textures, fold, 

Experiment, tearing, overlapping and 
layering textures,  visual vocabulary, 
shred, overlap edges, equal, uneven, 
dying, quilting, paper and plastic 

batik, wearable art, wax resist, applique, 
pin, running stitch, product 



 

crumple, tear, natural materials, textural 
effects, French knitting, tie-dye, 
embroidery, collage, mosaic, stitch, knot 

trappings, textiles, stitch, cut, join, 
needle, thread, button, repair, accurate, 
embellish  

Printing  Experiment, printing, 
media, understand, 
techniques 

hard and soft materials, corks, pen 
barrels, sponge, marks, rollers, printing 
pallets, mono printing, plastic mesh, 
stencils, repeating patterns, pattern, 
print, repeat, rubbings, relief press, 
carbon printing, fabric printing, complex 
pattern, materials, ink, scoring 

variety, design, symmetrical, 
asymmetrical, reflection, symmetry, 
refine, resist printing, ployblock printing, 
block, canvas, impressed, relief, overlays 

layering print, alter, modify, mono print, 
lino print,  

     

 


